
1209

seen on the hard palate but none on the soft palate or tonsils. i
After the failure of other remedies the application of nitrate I

of silver combined with the administration of chlorate of

potash proved successful. Twice there was copious bleeding
from ulceration of the tongue which was beneficial, being
followed by subsidence of the inflammation. Bacteriological
examination showed streptococci in conspicuous numbers but
no diphtheria bacilli. A case of true primary diphtheria
of the mouth has been reported by M. Thiercelin. A

woman complained of pain on opening the mouth

and had anorexia and a little fever. The lower surface
of the tongue, which was not swollen, and the floor of the
mouth were covered with a whitish-grey membrane. There
were membranes on the cheeks, gums, and lower lip. The
disease did not extend beyond the pillars of the fauces.
The submaxillary lymphatic glands were swollen, mastica-
tion was impossible, and intense fcetor and salivation were
present. Diphtheria bacilli were found in abundance in the
membrane. M. Sevestre and M. Gaston have reported a
series of cases of membranous stomatitis which constitute a

special form denominated by them stomatitis impetigi-
mosa." It attacked debilitated children, especially those
recovering from measles or whooping-cough. A whitish
adherent membrane similar to diphtheritic exudation formed.
The tongue was rarely attacked. In nearly all cases the

disease was associated with impetigo of the face. The

staphylococcus pyogenes aureus was found in every case.

THE VALUE OF THE RECEPTION-HOUSE OF
ST. GEORGE’S, SOUTHWARK.

THE patron saint of England has for many years under-
gone undeserved neglect at the hands of the country
who adopted him as her protector. But this year his

day was more generally observed than for many years past
and two incidents in which his name figures have been
prominently brought to our notice. We give an account in
another column of the opening of a new wing forming part
of the cottage hospital dedicated to St. George at Bloem-
fontein, and only the other day the vestry of St. George’s,
Southwark, had to congratulate their medical officer on an
outbreak of typhus fever being averted. In THE LANCET
of Feb. 5th, 1898, we gave an account of the reception-
Siouse recently erected in that parish for housing those

persons who are evicted for disinfection purposes, and the
value of this building was exemplified at the meeting of the
vestry held on April 19th, at which it was reported that a
case of typhus fever imported from Kensington had occurred
in a four-roomed house containing four families. These
families were removed to the reception-house and their own
house was thoroughly cleansed and disinfected. So far no
fresh case of typhus fever has been notified. We may inci-

dentally mention that Dr. Waldo did not present any
statistical report, for the report had not been before the
public health committee and he was not "allowed" to

present it to the vestry until the committee had seen it.
This somewhat curious method of procedure, however, makes
no difference to the value of the reception-house, and we
hope that other parishes in London will follow the example
of St. George’s, Southwark, and provide like buildings.

COCAINE POISONING.

CASE are from time to time reported of deaths from
cocaine poisoning. Many of these have occurred in medical
men who have treated themselves with the drug for purposes
of relieving pain and have by accident or design injected
an overdose. An instance of this kind occurred a few years
back. The body of a young medical man was found at a
railway station. In his hand was a hypodermic syringe

containing morphia which he had evidently been about to

inject as an antidote. He had been accustomed for some time
to inject cocaine for the relief of neuralgia. On April 18th,
1898, Dr. G. Danford Thomas held an inquest at Paddington
on the body of the wife of a medical man who had died
after drinking a solution of cocaine. Eight weeks pre-
viously she had swallowed a quantity of laudanum from
a phial which she found in her husband’s bag, assigning no
reason for doing so but telling him immediately after the
act. Antidotes were applied and she recovered. On the

evening of April 13th she remarked to her husband: 11 I am

feeling ill," and she produced a small bottle from her pocket
containing a solution of cocaine which she had abstracted
from the bag whence she had obtained the laudanum pre-
viously. Both bottles were duly labelled "Poison." She
said she had taken cocaine and asked that a medical man

might be fetched, but all treatment was unavailing. All

experience shows that a good deal of care is requisite
in administering cocaine as it has again and again
happened that small amounts of the alkaloid have given
rise to the most threatening symptoms. Two-thirds
of a grain injected subcutaneously caused the death of
a woman, aged Eeventy-one years, in five hours, and a

man died almost immediately after taking 22 grains by the
mouth. Persons, however, habituated to its use can take

increasingly larger doses. Among the most striking maId-
festations of its threatening characteristics are abnormal
exaltations of the feelings, loquacity accompanied by mental
incoherence, severe sweating, fall of temperature, shallow
and irregular respiration, dilatation of the pupils, disturbance
of vision, nausea, feeble pulse, and ultimately collapse. In

persons suffering from these symptoms stimulants should be
given. The inhalation of choloroform has been tried to

relieve the spasms. Nitrite of amyl has also b3en suggested.
Some medical men make it a practice to give a prelimi-
nary hypodermic dose of from 1/8 to &frac14; grain of morphia,
according to the age of the patient. The physiological
antagonism between the drugs is pronounced, so that while
morphine is not an absolute antidote it is at least most
valuable in counteracting the toxicity of cocaine.

OCULIST SEALS.

ANOTHER seal of a Roman oculist has been discovered

recently in France and is published in the Journal of the
French Society of Antiquaries by M. H&eacute;ron de Villefosse.

Unfortunately the owner’s name is illegible, but the inscrip-
tion preserved presents us with the titles of certainly three,
and perhaps four, well-known classical collyria. The text
is as follows : "Diapsor: Crocodes : E L- Nardinum."
The first of these remedies, diapsoricum, from &Dgr;&igr;&agrave; &psgr;&ohgr;&rgr;&tgr;&khgr;&ograve;s,
and therefore a substance whose basis was copper, was,
we know from the seals, used in cases of feebleness of
vision (caligo) and as a cure for scabrities and sycosis, for
which see Celsus, VI., vi., 31, and Dioscorides, V., 116,
col. 781. The second ingredient, crocodes, was applied for
what was termed &deg;’ aspritudo "-that is to say, palpebral
granulations (trachoma), and is so alluded to in several
seals and among the medical classics ; by Aetius, I., iii.,
43 col., 318 H ; Marcellus, VIII., col. 280 ; and Celsus, VI.,
6, 27. It is also quoted as a cure for diathesis (&dgr;&igr;&aacute;&thgr;e&sgr;&igr;s),
which in reference to ocular disease merely indicated a
morbid condition of the eyes. Of course it was Kpoxos,
saffron. Nard on the seals is always prescribed as a

remedy for " lippitudo," incipient ophthalmia, or ophthalmia
itself, see Actuarius V., 11, col. 282. The letter E, followed
by a lacuna, may be the first letter of Euodes, or Euvodes,
but this is merely a surmise. However, that is the only
hitherto known of the collyria commencing with E referred
to upon oculists’ seals. A most interesting memorial of a
Roman military medical officer attached to the celebrated
VII. Claudian Piafidelis Legion has also been found at


